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• What question does the 
result section of a 
manuscript answer? 
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• To present the important data acquired during 
ones research without interpreting their meaning  
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• With very few exceptions, every journal requires 
a Results section. More journals are requesting 
that results section be combined with discussion 

 

• The purpose of a Results section is to present the 
key results without interpreting their meaning.  

 

• The trick is knowing what to include 

So 
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1. Determine which results to present by 
deciding which are relevant to the question(s) 
presented in the Introduction irrespective of 
whether or not the results support the 
hypothesis(es).  

 

2. The Results section does not need to include 
every result you obtained or observed. 

3.Organize the data in the Results section in either 
chronological order according to the Methods or 
in order of most to least important. 

 

4. Within each paragraph, the order of most to least 
important results should be followed 
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5.Determine whether the data are best presented in 
the form of text, figures, graphs, or tables. 

 

6. Summarize your findings and point the reader to 
the relevant data in the text, figures and/or 
tables.  

 

7. The text should complement the figures or tables, 
not repeat the same information. 

 

8.Describe the results and data of the controls and 
include observations not presented in a formal 
figure or table, if appropriate. 

 

9. Provide a clear description of the magnitude of a 
response or difference. If appropriate, use 
percentage of change rather than exact data. 
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10. Make sure that the data are accurate and 
consistent throughout the manuscript. 

 

11. Summarize the statistical analysis and report 
actual P values for all primary analyses. 

12.Use the past tense when you refer to your 
results. 

 

13.Number figures and tables consecutively in 
the same sequence they are first mentioned in 
the text. Depending on the journal, they 
should be in order at the end of the report 
after the References, or located appropriately 
within the text of your results section. 
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14.Provide a heading for each figure and table.  

 

15. Each figure and table must be sufficiently  
complete that it could stand on its own, 
separate from the text. 

 

16.Write with accuracy, brevity and clarity. 

           Include  
 
• Summary of your findings (i.e. 

averages, 
     trends)  

 
• Plain-English explanations of your 

questions, experiments, results, 
and answers. 

 
• Tables and Figures 

 
• References to tables and figures 

     Do not Include 
• Raw data 

 
• The same information twice 

 
• Too many figures 

 
• Interpretation of your results 

 
• Details about analysis methods 

that are generally understood by 
your audience. 
 

• Repetition of data listed in tables 
or depicted in figures. 
 

 

What Your Results Section Should 
Include and Exclude 
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Don’ts Dos 

Don’t include all your data. 
(Obviously, you won’t have 
enough room!) 

Select only the information that is most relevant to the question you 
want to answer in your manuscript. Include information that may or 
may not support your hypothesis since you should let your readers 
know that you have carefully considered all the data relevant to your 
research question. 

Don’t use text to describe 
everything. 

Some data might be better understood in a more visual format, like a 
table or figure. In theory, if you’re able to capture the essence of 
most of your data by using clear graphs and illustrations, the text 
portion of the Results might be one of the shortest sections of your 
paper. 

Don’t repeat the data you 
include in figures, tables and 
legends. 

Your data should complement the graphical information and vice 
versa. If you aren’t able to describe information like controls, 
statistical analyses, actual p values, and key observations in your 
figure legends, then include it in the Results section. 

Don’t jump around by 
discussing different data in 
an unorganized fashion. 

Organize your information in the order presented in the Methods 
section (usually chronological) or from most to least important. 
Regardless of how you arrange the overall structure of the Results 
section, within each paragraph, you should start with the most 
important information first. 



14-Nov-17 

10 

Don’ts Dos 

Don’t jump around by 
discussing different data in 
an unorganized fashion. 

Organize your information in the order presented in the Methods 
section (usually chronological) or from most to least important. 
Regardless of how you arrange the overall structure of the Results 
section, within each paragraph, you should start with the most 
important information first. 

Don’t write long 
explanations. 

Keep your descriptions concise. Eliminate phrases that establish 
passive-voice structures. When you use the active voice and choose 
strong verbs, your sentences will shrink, and your message will be 
clearer. 

Don’t use exact numbers 
that are meaningless out 
of context. 

Where appropriate, consider describing the data’s significance and 
magnitude using percentages and other comparison-oriented numbers. 
By doing so, you will better highlight relevant trends and help your 
readers digest your information. After all, what’s more memorable? A 
series of random digits or percentages? 
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