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The components of ‘Method’ section 

A full description of how the research was conducted; consists of following components   

1. Ethical considerations   

2. Description of setting for the study 

3. Study design 

4. Study population 

5. Procedures for recruitment of study participants  

6. Instrument for data collection 

7. How the instrument was administered in the field 

8. Procedures for data collection 

9. Measures & methods of data analysis  
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Significance of Methods  

 Central to the article as it describes how study was 

conducted 

 Offers opportunity for scientists to replicate study  

 Enables reviewers to assess the rigor of procedures for 

conducting research 

 Typically used to decide fate of article (revise, re-submit, 

reject)  

 Flaws in other sections (introduction, results & discussion) 

can be corrected but errors in methods are sometimes 

hard to correct 

 Identify others  
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Tips for writing good methods section  

 More details is better than less details 

 Create sub-heading to ensure you provide information on all 

components 

 Read & carefully follow the instructions provided by the 

journal 

 Review the style or format of writing methods from a recent 

article in the journal  

 Report in past tense 

 Review, revise and revise 

 Cite reference for standard procedures   
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Conclusions  

 Methods section is the backbone of the article 

 Errors in methods is typically a major reason for rejection of the article  

 Spend considerable time composing this section to increase chance of 

acceptance of the article  
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Questions & comments? 
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Appreciation  
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