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Types of Academic Dishonesty
• Cheating

• “Intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials,
information, or study aids in any academic exercise”

• Fabrication

• “Intentional falsification or invention of any information or
citation in an academic exercise”

• Facilitating academic dishonesty

• “Intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help
another to commit an act of academic dishonesty”

• Plagiarism
Source: CSUN 2010-2012 Catalog, Appendix E
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Plagiarism Defined
•The word “plagiarism”
comes from the Latin
plagiarus
meaning
“kidnapper”

PoliticsNJ, The Pulblis Group, Hoboken, NJ. http://www.politicsnj.com/plagerism090903.htm.

According to the Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary
(http://www.m-w.com), to plagiarize means:
“transitive senses : to steal and pass off (the ideas or
words of another) as one's own : use (another's
production) without crediting the source

intransitive senses :
•

to commit literary theft

• present as new and original an idea or product derived
from an existing source
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Plagiarism: What is it?
• Use of someone’s idea, words, or work without a acknowledgement
• “is the act of stealing someone else's work and pretending that it is yours”. This can
could be term papers, photographs or songs,
• “the appropriation of another person’s ideas, processes, results, or words without
giving appropriate credit”(MSU, 2009)
• Plagiarism is:
• taking something that is not yours
• theft by using another persons ideas or words
• Intellectual fraud
• Students and academics are expected to carry out their own research

• While other thieves take phones, laptops, money etc., plagiarizers take intellectual
property
Source:
MSU’s
Procedures
Concerning
http://rio.msu.edu/June_2009_Procedures.pdf)

Allegations

of

Misconduct

in

Research

and

Creative

Activities

Plagiarism in Research
•“Misconduct

means
fabrication,
falsification,
plagiarism, or any other practice that seriously
deviates from practices commonly accepted in the
discipline or in the academic and research
communities generally in proposing, performing,
reviewing or reporting research and creative
activities”(MSU, 2009)

(Source: MSU’s Procedures Concerning Allegations of Misconduct in Research and Creative
Activities http://rio.msu.edu/June_2009_Procedures.pdf))
.
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Is this plagiarism?
You are doing research using the
internet. You choose to use ideas from a
web site in the design of your next
research project, and also use some
quotes from the web site in your
literature review.

Why Should we be Concerned about
Plagiarism?
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Because…
• When you plagiarize you cheat yourself
• It is dishonest to misrepresents the work of another as your own
• It devalues others' original work
• When you plagiarize by copying someone’s work, you take unfair advantage over those
students that worked hard and do their own work
• It is wrong to take or use property (an author's work) without giving the owner the
value or credit due.
• Copyright violations can result in fines or legal damages
• Plagiarism violates the Code of Conduct of university and the student can face
disciplinary action
• Disciplinary action is usually taking against academics found to plagiarize the works of
others

Types of Plagiarism
1. Intentional
• Copying a friend’s work
• Buying or borrowing papers

2. Unintentional
• Failure to use your own “voice”

• Cutting and pasting blocks of
text from electronic sources
without documenting

• Poor documentation

• Media, words, ideas or phrase
“borrowing”, without
acknowledgement

• Citing poorly or inaccurately

• Web publishing without
permissions of creators

• Plagiarism of Self

• Careless /poor paraphrasing

• Quoting excessively

Both types are subject to disciplinary action
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Unintentional Plagiarism
• Paraphrasing poorly: changing a few words without changing the
sentence structure of the original, or changing the sentence
structure but not the words
• Quoting poorly: putting quotation marks around part of a
quotation but not around all of it, or putting quotation marks
around a passage that is partly paraphrased and partly quoted
• Citing poorly:
inaccurately

omitting

an

occasional

citation

or

citing

Plagiarism of Self
• The use of previous work for a separate assignment
Source: MLA handbook for writers of research papers. (7th ed.). The Modern Language Association of America. New York:
2009. Print.

Intentional Plagiarism
• Passing off as one’s own pre-written papers from the Internet or
other sources
• Copying an essay or article from the Internet, on-line source, or
electronic database without quoting or giving credit
• Cutting and pasting from more than one source to create a paper
without quoting or giving credit
• Borrowing words or ideas from other students or sources without
giving credit
Source: MLA handbook for writers of research papers. (7th ed.). The Modern Language Association of America. New York: 2009. Print.
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No!

Do I have
to cite
everything?

When discussing your own
experiences, observations, or
reactions
Compiling the results of original
research, from science
experiments, etc.
when using “common knowledge”

Plagiarism: Wrong Assumptions
• Plagiarism occurs when

• You present the ideas or thoughts of someone else as your own
• exact words are lifted from a persons work without reference to the author

• It does not matter if the person whose work you have cited is alive or
dead
• If it is not your own idea, you must cite your source
• If you translate or comment on something, you must still give a
citation
• Paraphrasing also requires a citation
• If you use a picture from the Internet, you must cite the source
Taken from Joyce Brannon’s PowerPoint Presentation on “Plagiarism.” & Joyce Valenza’s “What is Plagiarism?”
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How to Prevent Plagiarism: Proper Citation
• Know what to cite

• Keep track of original sources
• Be careful of “cut and paste” online research
• Beware of “common knowledge”

• Know how to cite
•
•
•
•
•

Provide enough information to enable readers find the original source
Use an accepted standard such as APA, Harvard, MLA or Vancouver
Use your own words and ideas
If you repeat another’s exact words, you must use quotation marks and cite the source
Avoid using others’ work with minor cosmetic changes

• Know when to cite
•
•
•
•

Direct quotations
Paraphrased ideas
Facts or information that isn’t common knowledge
When in doubt, you must cite

Source: Adapted from university of Alberta, Canada

Plagiarism Prevention …
• Develop a topic based on previously written material but write
something new and original
• Rely on opinions of experts on a topic but improve upon those opinions
• Give credit to researchers while making your own contribution
• Follow a standard documentation method such as MLA or APA format
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Consequences for Plagiarism
• Receiving zero on the assignment
• Failing the course
• Dissertation/Thesis not accepted
• Suspension
• Expulsion
• Scholarly reputation
• Shame and disgrace
• Loss of job

How to Dictate Plagiarism
• Readers and reviewers
• Check references
• Google 4-6 words (Harris, 2004)
Plagiarism detection software (e.g.,
• www.plagiarismchecker.com;
• www.plagiarismdetect.com;
• www.turnitin.com)
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Learning Outcomes
At the end of this session it is expected that participants will be
familiar with:
• Navigating through the Turnitin settings
• Viewing an originality report for a sample submission
• Selecting Turnitin settings for marking

What is Turn-it-in?
• Is a computerized tool that ensures papers/assignments written and submitted by students are not copied
from other sources
• Is a web-based writing assessment toolkit that allows instructors to provide feedback to students through
• markup tools ,
• rubrics,
• originality report (to dictate plagiarism)
• It provides a wide variety of peer review options, includes grade marks and peer marks
• It is used to create, submit, assess, and manage students’ assignments
• It is a software for dictating similarity in text documents submitted by students with other sources
• Articles, manuscripts or assignments submitted to Turnitin are compared to
• current & archived web pages;
• periodicals, journals, and publications (list is proprietary);
• a student paper repository (whether or not you submit your students' work to it)

• It also serve as an anti-plagiarism tool
It also serve as an anti-plagiarism tool
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Why Use Turnitin?
• VAST DATABASE
• 20+ billion pages of web content
• 220 million student papers and 90000+ publications

• PREVENT PLAGIARISM
• ENGAGE STUDENTS
• A high Similarity Percentage will engage the students to take extra effort in trying to
improve the report.

Process
• Lectures create Turnitin assignment
• Students submit assignment
• Students may view originality report and resubmit
until due date
• Lecturers view submissions
• Lecturers access Originality report
• Lecturers grade submissions
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Registration
• Lecturers will enroll students in a class and create an
assignment under that class
• Requirement for student’s registration include:
• Student name
• Student email address (preferable school email address)
• EXAMPLE:
•Name of class: MEPIN Bibliography Workshop
•Name of assignment: Meningitis

Turnitin Originality Report
• Turnitin report will display the percentage of similarities based on:
Green :
1 -24% of Similarity
Yellow : 25 – 49% of Similarity
Orange : 50 - 74% of Similarity
Red :
75 – 100% of Similarity
• SIMILARITY PERCENTAGE in a paper should not be more than 30%
• If more than 30%, you will get F grade (indicate PLAGIARISM)
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Turnitin Originality Report
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